


NEWS BULLETIN 


OF THE 


FOREIGN POLICY ASSOCIATION 


Published Weekly by the Foreign Policy Association at 3 West 29th Street, New York, N. Y. 


James G. McDONALD, Chairman 
Membership $5 a year 


CHRISTINA MERRIMAN, Secretary 
EstHER G. OGDEN, Membership Secretary 


Rospert H. GARDINER, Treasurer 
Telephone Lexington 3050 


Entered as second-class matter December 2, 1921, at the Post Oifice at New York, N. Y., under the Act of Marcp 3, 1679 








ol. 1, No. 51 





Subscription to the BULLETIN $1 a year Novembef3, 1 
Next F. P. A. Luncheon Discussion | eo 
The French and German Impasse: i 1 Pivics Y 
4n examination of the facts: 1s there a way out? | veriodical Pivision, 


Speakers 

JeaN LONGUET, French Labor Leader; J. A. N. 
of SANCHEZ, attached to the French Delegation at 
the Washington Conference, 1921; Miss CHris- 
TINA MERRIMAN, Secretary, Foreign Policy Asso- 
ciation. 
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A_CHALLENGE TO AMERICAN LEADERSHIP 





HE United States will be represent- 

ed in the Near East Conference at 
Lausanne merely by an observer. Sec- 
retary Hughes, in his detailed defense 
of the American foreign policy delivered 
on behalf of the candidacy of Senator 
Lodge, in Boston, October 30, discussed 
fully the American attitude towards the 
problems growing out of the recent 
Turkish victory. 


Holy War Unjustified 


His argument against war with the 
Turks, “even a holy war’, is unanswer- 
able. Bishop Cannon and his fellow 
leaders of the Christian churches have 
not made their case. Nor can it be wise- 
ly urged that America embroil itself 
with those European rivalries “‘which 
have made the Near East a checker- 
board for diplomatic play’. Nor does 
anyone deny that the American people 
have been abundantly generous and 
American forces in Mediterranean wa- 
ters very effective in succoring distress 
and misery in the war-torn regions. 


The U. S. Did Intervene 


But the Secretary of State has given 
ho convincing answers to the two major 
questions: first, our partial responsibility 
for the present débacle because of our 
non-recognition of the Constantine gov- 
ernment and because of our non-payment 
of the balance of our portion of the 
Three-Power Loan due Greece; second, 
our larger measure of responsibility for 
a settlement which will adequately pro- 
tect American interests in the freedom 
of the straits, the religious and racial 
minorities and the Turkish capitula- 
tions. 


America at Lausanne 

HE United States can best “‘avoid the 

conflicting rivalries” in which “we 
have no part in the Near East” by the 
adoption of a definite and constructive 
policy and by urging its acceptance at 
Lausanne. Even an American observer, 
if he has sufficient strength of person- 
ality and authority to urge with the sup- 
port of his government a program which 
will appeal to the sense of justice of the 
rival groups in the Conference might be 
decisive in reconciling the conflicting in- 
terests. The details of an American pro- 
gram and the selection of an adequate 
representative are the State Depart- 
ment’s problems. But it is the right and 
duty of all Americans determined that 
this country’s potential power for politi- 
cal moderation and economic sanity in 
Eastern Europe shall not be lost, to call 
upon the Administration to wield ener- 
getically that influence which waits only 
upon courage and fine intelligence to 
make it a powerful solvent in the tangled 
affairs of the Eastern Mediterranean. 
All this the United States can do with- 
out fear of involvements. To do less 
would be a betrayal of America’s inter- 
ests and of liberal Europe’s hopes. 


JAMES G. McDONALD. 


The Central American Conference 


HE Administration has taken an- 

other step towards extending the 
conference method. Secretary Hughes 
has invited the governments of the five 
Central American republics—Costa Rica, 
Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua and 
Salvador—to send representatives to a 
conference to be held in Washington be- 
ginning December 4, to consider the ne- 
gotiation of a new treaty of peace and 
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friendship and to discuss the limitation 
of land armament. The agenda for the 
conference follows: 

“Negotiations of a treaty or treaties to make 
effective those provisions of the 1907 treaty 
which experience has shown effective in main- 
taining friendly relations and _ co-operation 
among the Central American States. 

“Measures whereby, in view of the achieve- 
ments toward limitation of armaments by the 
powers participating in the conference at Wash- 
ington in 1921, the Central American States may 
carry on this endeavor and set an example to the 
world by adopting effective measures for the 
limitation of armaments in Central America. 

“Working out of a plan for tribunals of in- 
quiry whenever disputes or questions regarding 
the proposed treaty or treaties -shall arise be- 
tween any two or more of the countries. 

“Any other questions which the countries rep- 
resented at the conference unanimously desire 
to consider”. ; : 

In no part of Latin America have the 
actions of the United States been more 
variously interpreted or the cause of 
more disquieting suspicions than in this 
Central group. This conference, follow- 
ing the admirably arranged Tacna-Arica 
Conference, offers an excellent oppor- 
tunity to undo the mistakes made by this 
Administration and that of Mr. Wilson, 
and to prove beyond cavil the disinterest- 
edness of this government “‘in aiding the 
stabilization of the Central American re- 
publics’. 


Non-Recognition Embarrassment 
\ UED in the New York State courts and 

its property attached as if it were 
merely a foreign corporation, Mexico 
has closed its Consulate as a protest 
against these violations of accepted prin- 
ciples of international law. Secretary 
Hughes’ prompt appeal to Governor 
Miller resulted in the vacating of the 
attachment against the Consulate, but 
not those against the other government 
offices. But this action cannot erase the 
very unfortunate impression created in 
Mexico and all Latin America by this 
needless and unjustifiable attack on the 
immunities regularly granted by one 
government to another. Only recogni- 
tion of the Obregon regime can obviate 
similar and perhaps more serious inci- 
dents in the future. 


Japanese Withdrawal From Vladivostok 


HE final and complete withdrawal 

of the Japanese troops from Vladi- 
vostok marks the end of an expensive 
experiment. It is estimated that the cost 
of this military venture has totalled ap- 
proximately 1,500,000,000 ven ($750,- 
000,000 at the present rate of exchange). 
The net result was to arouse against 
Japan feelings of suspicion throughout 
the world. If, as is reported, the last of 
the Japanese troops have been with- 
drawn from the mainland, it will be an 
additional evidence that the Washington 
Conference, despite the non-ratification 
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to date of the treaties by France and 
Italy, had a most helpful infivence in the 
Far East. 

The Fascisti 


HE bloodless revolution of the Fas- 

cisti is complete. The Cabinet, 
army and King unreservedly yield to 
them. Their leader Mussolini trium- 
phantly enters Rome to form a new min- 
istry. A new Italian regime, fanatically 
nationalistic and ardently militant, may 
seriously endanger the peace of the Ad- 
riatic and of the Eastern Mediterranean. 
The Fascisti are unfriendly to the British 
Empire. They are bitterly hostile to 
Jugo-Slavia—d’Annunzio and Mussolini 
joined forces on October 19. They may 
tear up the Treaty of Rapallo with its 
settlement of the conflicting territorial! 
claims centering about Fiume. They in- 
sist upon a larger measure of influence 
for Italy in the Near East than her Allies 
have been willing to allot to her. The 
Fascisti’s sudden rise to power may 
change all the plans for the forthcoming 
conference at Lausanne. Nationalist 
Italy may ultimately unsettle Europe 
more than Bolshevik Russia. 


Are The Veterans Pacifists? 


HE representatives of 9,000,000 

members of Veterans’ organizations 
in the United States and Europe have 
pledged themselves to work for the 
adoption by their societies of resolutions 
of far-reaching international signifi- 
cance. The declaration of principles of 
the Inter-Allied Veterans’ Association 
signed recently in New Orleans, in- 
cludes: (1) full publicity for all inter- 
national agreements; (2) execution in 
good faith of all treaties; (3). opposition 
to territorial aggrandisement; (4) the 
use of the economic blockade against na- 
tions maintaining armies for aggressive 
purposes; (5) favoring an international 
court to “outlaw war’’; (6) to “proceed 
as rapidly as conditions permit” to ‘‘dis- 
arm and disband entirely land, sea and 
air forces and destroy implements of 
warfare’. 

Dominant in all these is the note of 
pacifism and international co-operation. 
Absent is any trace of hatred against 
the recent enemy. Surely the statement 
is a hopeful augury. 


Announcement 


Miss Ruth Morgan has been elected to 
the Executive Committee of the Foreign 
Policy Association for a two years’ term 
beginning October 1. Miss Morgan is 
Chairman of the Committee on Inter- 
national Co-operation of the Nationa! 
League of Women Voters and President 
of the Colony Club of New York City. 
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